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^ =V%-:(- By CAREY WINFREY '• 

' Random House, which secretly pub- 
lished Frank Snepp’s book about the fall 
of Saigon, was so concerned about pos- 
sible Government intervention that only 
a dozen of its 800 New York Employees 
knew about the book and Mr. Snepp never J 
set foot- inside the concern's headquar- 

* tors* * » ■ 

•' The book, “Decent Interval,”' was edit- 
ed in secret "•* ' ' . " •' ' 1 1 ' 

The author and Random House start 
Trh embers took elaborate precautions to 
Jreep the Central Intelligence Agency 
'•from finding out the name of the publish- 
^^aiedtnpany- for fear that the agency 

would try to stop its publication, ‘j 
'"The C.I.A; was aWare that theri book 
was being written. Mr; Snepp had agreed 
- to let' it review .the manuscript 'before 
publication. r’" 

In the early spring, 6f 1576, Robert Lod- 
mls, a Random House editor, was asked 
by' a , friend of hb £tnd of Mr. Snepp if 
he would be interested in reading a manu- 
script-in-progress about the last days of 
American-occupied ; Saigon. A meeting 
with the author, was arranged in; a Man- 
hattan 'restaurant" 

V After reading the manuscript and' In 
consultation with Robert Ll Bernstein, 
chairman and. president of Random 
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Hous&S'MiE ' Loomis struck a ; deal»wlth 
the -mutual friend, -.who was-.aCting on 
Mr.; Snepp’s- behalf/.- It was understood 
at the tlnle that the book would not. be 
submitted 'to ' the 1 C.I.A. .for review; ■ £ C- 
,■ Mr* Snepp takes -the 'position that ' the 
agency. -tried. to whitewash its role in jhe 
American* .withdrawal^ and that -that in- 
validates This agreement > to 'submit --the 
book to the agency for approval.- The pub- 
lisher contends that as long as its publica- 
tion Violates no t Iaw and jeopardizes nei- 
ther Individual agents nor national securi- 
ty, the book should be published. * • 

. In 1974, .Alfred A. Knopf Inc., a Random 
House subsidiary published "The .C.I.A, 
and the Cult- of Intelligence," by Victor 
Marphettl and John Marks, alter the 
manuscript was submitted to tne ; C.I.A. 
Snd several deletions were maae. •' ’>' • . 

• According to Mr.- Bernstein, Random 
House turned- down Philip Agee’s C.I.A; 
expose, “Inside the Company.V which was 
subsequently published in England. -Mr. 
Bernstein said yesterday that the f Agee 
book had been rejected because, in -his 
view/in did jeopardize the lives of Jndiyid- 
uaI agents. - • . ■ • ■> * 

Of ’’Decent Interval,” -Mr. Bernstein 
said, “We’re very glad it’s out. We believe 
it’s important that the public be informed 
about the mistakes that were made there, 
and about the lessons that should have 
been learned, to prevent our repeating 
those'mistakes.” •: ^ 

\ Throughout the book’s editorial incuba- 
■tion. - Mr, Snepp met with Mr. Loomis in 
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various places:' city parks; city . streets 
restaurants find UtJ.'LooiaWs apartment 
Mr.- Snepp did ’ not, ''.Visit' the,; Randoms 
House headquarters on -Third Avinuc, in 
part because lie 1 feared-being spotted 
there and in part because'of a profession- 
al's .respect’ fori moderii' electronic ’eaves- 
dropping technology. :■:/ '*■ 4 :V- , 
The body of, the book was sent; oul 
■ tcrbe printed in the normal fashion, but 
the' book jacket information, which, de- 
scribes the import of the manuscripts, 
was typewritten by Mr. Loomis’s secre- 
tary and incorporated into the jacket de- 
sign at the last minute by a phots-offsetl 
process. - -,' . ‘ •’ 

-Earlier;' this Week; more than 15,000 
copies of the book were sent jto 2,090 
bookstores around the country, none of 
which had ordered any. A letter explain- 
ing the unsolicited shipments was sent 
subsequently. Review copies were mailed 
to reviewers at mid-week. ; 

■ -“We don’t welcome haying to publish 
books this way,** Mr.' Loomis ' said yes- 
terday, a view that , was seconded by Mr. 
Bernstein.;* A v;,- ■ 

-•'What really is happening- in publish- 
ing,” Mr. Bernstein added, “is that fts 
issues get more complicated, more news 
is being published as books. So that book 
publishers are starting to.' face some of 
the same problems as newspaper and 
magazine publishers; And. I think they 
find the same distaste for prior restraint 
as the rest 6f the American media.” ’ 
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